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Theme (7 —+)
Regional Multiplicity

The external conditions and programs surrounding architecture are
continuously combined and separated through processes of thought and
construction, forming ever-new orders. This process cannot be reduced to a
fixed system or a singular structure; rather, it remains in constant
transformation through encounters, departures, and reconfigurations of
heterogeneous elements. The subject that emerges at each moment is likewise
not a completed entity, but one that is continuously constituted and renewed
through environments, events, and relations. Within this chain of generation,
architecture operates not as a finalized object but as the very process through
which difference is produced.

Within this operative field of architecture, programs and institutions,
technologies and capital, as well as human desire, are intricately entangled.
These elements do not exist independently; instead, they stimulate and
transform one another in the production of space. Architecture thus becomes
a medium through which desire is projected and reactivated, while spatial
formations remain provisional states that lead toward subsequent acts of
becoming.

Yet contemporary cities and architecture often fail to fully unfold such
generative potentials, rapidly converging instead toward universalized forms
and images shaped by global standards. Urban landscapes across major cities
are reproduced through similar logics, and architecture is increasingly
consumed as a visual object designed to attract attention. Lightweight and
fluid images saturate the city, transforming space from something lived and
experienced into something perceived and consumed. In this process,
architecture ceases to engage with urban life as a relational field and instead
functions as a surface that stimulates desire.

Under neoliberal conditions, local spaces are likewise subordinated to the
flows of capital and subjected to commodification. Tourism and place
marketing compress regional specificity into fixed images, while places once
layered with memory and narrative are gradually exhausted. The repetitive
landscapes of new towns and redevelopment zones worldwide reveal how
places are treated not as fields of relations, but as interchangeable
backgrounds.

What is required under these conditions is not the representation of the local
as a fixed identity, but its rethinking as an open field in which diverse
relations and latent potentials intersect and are continuously generated. The
local should be understood not as a completed outcome, but as a process that
is incessantly transformed and renewed through its connections with the
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world. East Asia today is called upon to simultaneously encompass globality
and locality, integrating the latent dimensions of regional specificity into
modern conditions in order to open new modes of becoming through processes
of glocalization.

The notion of Regional 'place-making' formed through such an approach

should not offer a singular answer, but remain a continuously questioned and
renewed task in progress.
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